2016

Graduation Information for Parents/Guardians of Graduating Students
Submitted by Jill VanderVeer, Associate Principal

As we approach the end of your student’s high school experience, you may want to be aware of the following information concerning the graduation ceremony and the events that will occur on June 9th. 
1. GRADUATION REHEARSAL - Thursday, June 9th in the RHS Gym starting at 7:30am.  Please remind your seniors that the rehearsal is mandatory in order to participate in graduation. All fines must be paid in order to participate in rehearsal or the ceremony. At rehearsal, seniors will receive six tickets to the ceremony.  All adults must have a ticket.  Seniors will receive as many additional graduation tickets as needed.  
2. GRADUATION CEREMONY - We are committed to presenting a first-class commencement program at Key Arena in Seattle Thursday, June 9th at 8:00pm.  In order to participate in the commencement program, students will need to follow these procedures:
· Dress: Boys must wear shirts with collars. Ties are recommended. Girls should wear a dress, skirt or nice slacks.  Students will not be allowed to alter or add to the graduation caps or gowns. No leis may be worn during the ceremony.
· Behavior: Since the graduation exercises serve a serious purpose, students exhibiting inappropriate behavior at the rehearsal or the graduation itself will not be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony.
· RHS graduation held at Key Arena is a school-sponsored event. Therefore inappropriate behavior will lead to disciplinary action including ejection from the arena. 

· Drug/Alcohol Possession, Use, and Paraphernalia: Please be proactive with your students in avoiding the temptation to use drugs or alcohol. The consequence for possession, use, or being under the influence of drugs or alcohol on school grounds or during school-sponsored events is a 45-day suspension from school.  

3. AT KEY ARENA:
· Graduates are to report to the Thomas Street entrance at Key Arena by 7:00 pm.  No guests are allowed in the Graduation staging area.
· Doors will open for the RHS audience at 7:00pm.  To enter, use the west doors.  
· Tickets will be collected before entering the ceremony. Please note: ALL ADULTS MUST HAVE A TICKET TO ENTER.  
· Food concessions will be closed. Key Arena does not allow food or beverages to be brought in. 
· No helium balloons are allowed in Key Arena.
BUSES TO KEY ARENA: If you want to ride a school bus from RHS to Key Arena, you must purchase a round-trip ticket from the bookkeeper (before school or during lunches) by Thursday, June 2nd.  Buses will be available for parents and graduates leaving RHS at 5:30pm for $8.00 per person. 

PARKING AT KEY ARENA: Off-site pay lots and street parking are available.  Disabled parking is located at the 1st Avenue North garage Lot 3 directly south of Key Arena and the 2nd Avenue Lot 6 on Mercer Street.
These rules and guidelines are very simple. Our desire is to present a dignified and meaningful ceremony for the students and their families. By working together, we can be sure that our students will look back upon their graduation with pride. 

· Senior fines must be paid in order to complete checkout procedures and participate in the commencement exercises.  

· Diplomas may be picked up at RHS starting on Friday, June 10th.  
